
L The Weather

NO. 5575. / ONE CENT.

Cloody and warmer
today; tomorrow un¬
settled. See pace 8.

Churchill Says Both Fac¬
tions Would Be Pro¬
tected Under Treaty.

RAIDS ARE FEARED
FROM FREE STATE

Constables and Soldiers
Among Latest Victims
' Of Kidnappings.
LONDON. Feb. ». . Dramatic

.Tents alone the Ulster border. In

addition to creatine a grave po¬
litical situation which may possibly
.Sect the Iriah treaty, have brought
the British government face to face
with a military problem that may
have serious consequences.
¦Government officials are debating

whether a large force of British
troops, in spite of the terms of the
treaty, mast not be left In Ireland
to- maintain order. It la worthy of
note that the evacuation, which un¬
til recently was proceeding rapidly,
tea now slackened.

Ulster leadera are loud in their
demands for retention of the crown
farces "for protection against raid-
era." while the provisional govern¬
ment insists that it is fully capable
of- handling the aituatlon.

It la learned here that the gov¬
ernment plans to leave fourteen
battalions in Ireland. This, how-
ewer, is not as the result of the re¬
cent outbreaks, but was determined
upon after the signing of the
treaty.
Winston Churchill Informed the

House of Commons that It was im¬
possible at present to set the date
for tho completion of the with¬
drawal of all British troops.
The government spokesman de¬

precated statements made In the
commons that "anarchy" exists in
Ireland. -Undoubtedly an unsatis¬
factory atate of affairs exists," he
¦aid. "but 'anarchy" goes far beyond
the actual situation."

Weald Avoid Intervention,
in answer to Interpolation by

membera of the opposition. Church¬
ill Indicated that the government
was exceedingly concerned over thej
situation, but that It would do Its
utmost to avoid active British ln-
terveaton into the quarrel between
North and South, and the conse-1
quences of the outbreak.
In the meantime dispatches from

Ireland show that all telephone'
wires at the border have been sev-1

ered. isolating Ennlskillen and
other centers.

Activities of the Ulster defenders
today were chieflly centered
around the construction of trenches
and other defenses In preparation,
for further outbreaks.
Five thousand Ulster police and

military are now posted along the
frontiers, according to trie Belfast
correspondent of the Evening News,
rendering the border practically
impregnable. The release of
of captives held by the republican
raiders Is momentarily expected.

,, Relaforeesiesta Ready.
An official at the war office an¬

nounced that his department la pre¬
pared to send reinforcements to II-

f eWrtbe moment they *re requested,
ranker kidnappings were report¬

ed from Ireland yesterday. The cap¬
tives included four special consta-

bfea'-seized at Kosslea. and Ave spe¬cial and four soldiers at Monaghan
fh« estate and offices of Lord

Lanadown at Kenmare were also

raided and his safes looted
» /6-manifesto issued by Chief of

Stair O'Duffy. of the Irish republi¬
can army, declared that the "cent

events In Ulster were not surprising.
"The patience of our people has

k,,. sorely tried." he said, "by con¬

tinued raids, arrests and tortures

inflicted by the agents of the North¬
ern government."
He concluded that there ^

no peace while Ulster holds South-

"5^ .'Lfl- --' lh* government
wouW military aid to the Free

State "an Ions as the provisional gov-
Irnnent carries out the terms of the

treaty" was extracted from Winston
Churchill In the Commons after a

session marked by bitter heckling.
Mmiiar AM te Ulster.

A moment later Churchill conced¬
ed that similar aid would be grarit-
ld to Ulster.by Implication placing
the government In the paradoxical
situation of supporting North and
South In the border crista
Replying to the request that, since

civil war Is threatened, the govern?
L,nt undertake that no more arms

or munitions be handed over to Ire¬

land. Churchill declared.
..I shall no ®uch undertaking,

a. Ion* a* the provisional govern-**nt "s carrying out the treaty, we

will equip them with all means to
maintain order."!

Prodded as to whether the same

consideration would be shown Ulster,
Churchill replied that the govern¬
ment was responaible for the main¬
tenance of order and protection of
subjects throughout Ulater. and that
"this function will l>e discharge.! with

adequate forces."

WIRTH AROUSES
REICHSTAG'S IRE

BERLIN. Feb. »..ChancellorWirth
¦a unite* a scene In the Reichstag to¬

day when he uttered his first a*tl-
,peech. pfaising the cltlsen voi¬

der, who helped to end the gen¬

eral strike In Berlin.
' Rttter Interruptions from the Com-

and Independent Sociallata
.welled into a near-riot when the
fhaacellor extolled the volunteers.
^Strikebreakers!" the Communists
veiled.
."Saviors of the nation!" Wirth

tested
XJie chancellor characterised the

alrtk* aa « revolt.

Ku KluxAmazes
Scores at Rites
To Dead Sheriff
Suddenly Come to Grave,

Leave Wreath and
Vanish.

CHARLOTTESVILLE. Va, Feb. 3.
.The hundreds who gathered at
Oakwood Cemetery this afternoon
to witness the burial of Sheriff
Camm M. Thomaa, victim of the
Lexington Hotel fire. Richmond,
stood amased. following the Mason¬
ic ceremonies, when six white-robed
members of the Ku Klux Klan si¬
lently scaled a high rock wall, and
forming In the figure of a cross,
marched to the newly made grave,
bearing a large cross of red flow¬
ers. '

After placing the wreath on the
grave, the klansmen gave the sign
of the cross, retraced their steps,
leaped over the wall and entered a
closed auto which had been stripped
of Its license number. The machine
made a quick getaway, headed to¬
ward t^»e country.

NAVY FIGHTS MOVE I
TO CUT ENLISTED
RANKS TO 50,000

Department Will Seek
Aid of the President

Against Plan.
The Navy Department has deter¬

mined to enlist the aid of President
Harding to determined resistance
to the movement in Congress for
reducing: the pnlisted personnel of
the navy to 50,000.
Such a reduction, the department

believes, would not only force the
United States navy out of propor-
tion In the scheme or relativity
worked out in the naval treaty, but

[would cripple the service actually
needed for peace-time activities, to"
say nothing: of actually endanger-
in? national defense agrainst emer¬

gencies.
President Hardin?, it is said, has

assured Secretary Denby and chiefs
of navy bureaus that he would re¬

gard a reduction of enlisted person¬
nel below 80,000 a serious mistake
and neglect of the national defense.
The King bill would make it 50,000.

Deemed ?T#p-Heavy.**
It !s stated, however, that the

American navy at tne moment is
top-heavy in commissioned person-
nel. particularly in higher grades,
Unless the classes at the Navy
Academy soon are cut down, the
top-heavfViess will apply to the sub¬
ordinate grades as well.

The Navy Department itself Is
holding down even now in the num¬
ber of high ranking officers. For
example, there is provision by law
for 48 rear admirals, but only 31
had been commissioned on January
2. There is provision for 220 cap¬
tains. as against only 163 commis¬
sioned: 385 commanders, against 285
commissioned; 770 lieutenant com¬
manders. against 570 commissioned,
and 1,787 lieutenants, against 1,323
commissioned.

See Need for Al! Men.
Naval authorities take the posi¬

tion that the fleets and tne shore
stations need practically all the
trained enlisted men now in the
service, if the ships which are to
be kept in service, should the naval
treaty be ratified, arc to be properly
manned.
An impression has spread that the

scrapping of a number of older
battleships will release a large
number of enlisted men. Depart¬
ment officers yesterday said that
this is not true. Only about 600
men will be'released by the scrap¬
ping of the ships on the conference
list. Most of these vessels are now
*tn ordinary." that is, they are tied
up with a mere handful of care¬
takers aboard each.

All the men released in that di¬
rection and many times more will
be needed to man the two new ships
which are to be completed under
the limitation' program.

Table Show* Strength.
A comparison of the personnel

strength of the three leading navies
might be made to show their rela¬
tive standing. This follows:

Officers United States, 6,156;
Britain. 7.075; Japan. 7.391.
Warrant Officers.United States.

1.244; Britain. 2,852; Japan. 1.181.
Marine Officers.United States.

961; Britain. 403.
Warrant Marine Officers.United

States. 158; Britain. 103.
Aviation.Britafn, 1.022. <

Totals . United States. 8.519;
Britain, 11.455; Japan. 8.572.
Men.United States navy. rOO.999;

Britain. 102.761; Japan, 73,578.
Marines.United States. 21.291;

Britain. 14.601.
Aviation.Britain. 13.271.
Grand Total, Officers and Men.

United States. 130,809; Britain. 142,-
088; Japan. 82,150.
Next in importance to active per¬

sonnel is that of the naval reserve.
In that respect both the British and
the Japanese are much stronger.

SECRETARY FALL
"SOON TO RESIGN"

i
NEW YORK. Feb. 9 .She first real

break In the Harding Cabinet is
about to occur with the resignation
of Secretary of the Interior Albert
B. Fall, it is stated by the New
York World.

Secretary Fall, the World says in
a Washington dispatch, has confided
to his friends that be Is out of har¬
mony with the policy of the admin¬
istration and will resign, effective
March 4.

Fall has objected to the compro¬
mise attitude adopted by President
Harding on certain problems, the re-
port saym- v

WHITE HOUSE
ACTSASHOST
FORCONGRESS

(Third Reception of Win¬
ter Season Proves Bril¬

liant Social Affair.

ROOMS DECORATED
WITH FINE EFFECT

House and Senate Mem¬
bers Guests of President

and Mrs. Harding.
Members of Congress were honor

gtiests last evening: of President and
Mrs. Harding: at a large reception
at the While House, the third of the
season's fou* State levees which will
go down In the Capital's social his¬
tory as one of the most brilliant
of Its kind. The arrangements were

practically the same as at the other

receptions. Some of the specially
honored guests entered the White
House by the big front door, others
by the big south door, these going
directly to the state dining room

and on to their hosts. The mass of
guests used the east entrance, flletl
up stairs and waited in the East
Boom, if they arrived early, or went

directly across the corridor to the
big State Dining Room, into the Red
Room and from there to the Blue
Room, from where they were greeted
by their hosts, and on to the Green
and East rooms, after which they
rambled about at twill, greeting
friends. There was a Strikingly
'lurge number of army and navy
officers in the company.
Before the reception bexan Presi¬

dent and Mrs. Harding received the
Vice President and Mrs. Coolidge.
the members of the Cabinet and
their wives and Mr. and Mrs. George
Christian In their private quarters.
Sharply at 9:30 there was a fan-
fare of trumpets and the Marine
Band, resplendent in scarlet and
gold coats. In the big front corri¬
dor, struck up "Hall to the Chief."
Then they all came down stairs,
four of the President's aides leading
the way, followed by the President
and Mrs. Harding, the Vice President
and Mrs. Coolidge jost behind, then
Secretary of State and Mrs. Hughes
a short distance after them, followed
by the Secretary of the Treasury,
Andrew W. Mellon, walking with
Secretary of War and Mrs. John
W. Weeks. Next came the Attorney
General, Harry M. Daugherty, with
(rs. Henry C. Wallace, wife of the

Secretary of Agriculture, on his arm.

Secretary of the Navy and Mrs.
D^nby oame next, then Secretary of
the Interior and Mrs. A. B. FalJ,
Secretary of Commerce and Mrs.
Herbert Hoover, with the Secretary
of Labor, James Davis, and the Sec¬
retary to the President and Mrs.
Jeorge Christian bringing up the
rccr, followed by two aides.

Eater Blue Koom.
They came from the floor-decked

cast stairway and crossed the corri¬
dor into the Blue Room at the en¬
trance of which stood two Marines,
one holding the Stars and Stripes
and the other the President's flag.
President, and Mrs. Harding then
placed themselves at the entrance
of the Red Room to receive their
guests, who were introduced by Col.
C. O. Sherrill. U. 8. A., and Capt.
Ralston Holmes, U. S. N.. the two
alternating during the evening. Also
In the receiving line were Vice

iVresident and Mrs. Coolidge and
fhe Speaker of the House and Mrs.
Frederick Glllett. The others, with
\nother group of special guests,
gathered in the Blue Room back of
the rope separating them from the
receiving party, where they talked
with some of the guests who joined
hem after they had been welcomed
by their hosts.
The Blue Room was elaborately

decorated with pink roses banked
In great abundance against the man¬
tle with a background of colorful
autumn leaves. All of the rooms
were similarly decorated and In the
East Ropm large spraya of autumn
leaves formed a graceful reflection
In the big mirrors, while cut* flowers
and ferns were grouped at their
base. Flowerp were everywhere In
gteat abundance and most artisti¬
cally arranged, a matter which Mrs.
Harding always gives her close and
personal attention. The band played
a program *n during the evening.

Wemrn Pink Sella/
Mrs. Harding never looked pret¬tier than she did last evening, wear¬

ing a handsome costume of soft pinksatin brocaded with a small pattern!n sliver. The vest of the bodice
%nd the sleeves were of real creamlace and were bell shaped, reaching tcthe elbow in front, but extending Inthe back into points that reached be-the waist line. From the backof the left shoulder hung longstreamers of flesh-colored tulle thatalmost reached to the hem of herskirt. The skirt wag cut Into onewith a sweeping train and In frontscarcely missed the ground. In backwas draped up In bustle effectthe drapery being caught carelessly

Continued on Page'Five.

COUNT TEXTILE
STRIKE BALLOTS

MANCHESTER, N. H.. Feb.
Late toniKht officials at the UnitedTextile Worker*' State headquartershere were stilt counting the strike
vote which will decide whether the
mill workers of New Hampshire wantto protest by a walkout the programof iO per cent wage reductions and
increases in working hours whtch
becomes effective Monday here and
In several other cities in this State.
Something like SO.OOO operatives

will be affected should the vote fa¬
vor a strike. About Z0.M0 are in
Manchester.
An unofficial report tonight had It

that the unions of.Dover and 8om-
ersworth had voted IS per cent la
favor of striking. '

Trail of Taylor Murder
Winds Into Opium Dens

Grand Jury Will Be Impanelled Soon to Probe
- Death of Director.Mabel Normand

Explains Letter*.
LOS-" ANGKL.ES, Cal.. Feb

While District Attorney Thomas

Ue« Woolwlne today was beginning
his Investigation Into all the com¬

plexities of the mysterious W. D.
Taylor murder, beginning with the
reading of the letters of Mabel Nor-
mand. his agents went into sleepy,
silent Chinatown In quest of vital
information and police rushed to
San Diego, In un effort to Identify
the body of a suicide as tb»t of
Kdward F. Sands, Taylor's missing
valet.

X^ate today it was announced that
the district attorney. dlKsatlstlcd
with lack of progress in the solu¬
tion of the murder, would submit
the evidence to a grand Jury soon

to be impanelled.
Miss Normand's letters, discovered

ENEMIES WHET
KNIVES FOR WAR
ON LA FOLLETTE

Thorn in Party's Flesh
Expected to Make a

Strong Fight.

yesterday morning in the toe of an
old boot In the home of the mur¬
dered film director, may give, the
district attorney some new insight
Into Taylor's hidden past, it is de¬
clared. and may furnish a clew.

Admits 8fce Went for Letter*.
Mis. Normand, who has previous,

ly stated that she went to see Tay¬
lor on the evening of February 1
to get books he wanted her to r^td.
admitted today that she went to get
these le.tters. .

"He safd. 4f mailed them back to
you yesterday.* reads the state¬
ment she made for the use of the
district attorney. "1 replied that
they had not vet arrived and then
he said, *1 think cither Kyton or
Garbutt have them.* Then I told
him th«i.l did not care if the world
saw them exccpt that it might be
embarrassing to both of us be¬
cause they might be misunder¬
stood."
Just what these letters of Miss

Normand'H contain, Woolwine will
not say; but those who claim they
know assert there are in them
messages of "love" and "hate."

Signed **Ulessed Baby."
Miss Normand signed "Blessed

Baby" and alluded to Taylor as
"Baby'* but explained It was all in
fun.
Douglas MacLcan and his wife

were also examined today.
Neither Miss Normand nor Miss

C<>n«ti«e(L.on Page Three.

TELLOW PERIL
TO BE KEYNOTE
. OF PACT FIGHT

By ARTHUR SEARS HENNING
MILWAUKEE. Wis.. Feb.

They are going to slaughter Sen-
ator La Follette again when he-
comes up for renomination this
year, the conservative Itcpublican
leaders in Wisconsin assure me.

Maybe so. maybe so. They have
been going to slaughter I-a Follette ....

pretty well slaughtered themselves. Senator Johnson Prepar-
that one cannot be blfmed for wax¬

ing wary of such prognostications.
And how La FoilStte does love to

be slaughtered! When the snicker-
nnees of his enemies are being
whetted with more than the usual .

vigor, he knows that all is well ann Japan promises to prove the cen-

A""'oroinou^cs'lm °would'"g I""him of Congressional

ing for Outburst Op¬
posed tor Immigration.

An ,

the first scare in thirty or forty
years of office holding.

"Is "Apostle of Protest.**
My Judgment It that It will be

more difficult to defeat L«t Follette
this year than before. He al¬
ways Itarhfcen the candidate of pro¬
test against existing conditions,
against the party-' in power s»ven
when It happened to be his own

party, against pretty much every-

discussion of the arms conference
treaties begins.
A renewed outburst of "yellow

peril" talk already lias occurred in
the House and Senator Johnson of
California is understood to be pre¬
paring to discuss the conference
treaties with particular reference to
Japan's position.
The revival of anti-Japanese dis¬

cission in Congress, almost at thething at all times, and In a year hour the American delegation yes-when dissatisfaction Is expected to
be a political factor of consequence,
the great apostle of protest may
be expected to find easy going on
the road to a fourth term in the
Senate.
Wisconsin is not one of the States

in which the Republicans fear the
loss of a Senate seat this year, tnc
Democratic party being at the low¬
est ebb in this State in many years*
The only question, if La Follette Is
returned, is whether La Fo:?ette ?s

Republican, for he votes with
the Democrats about as often as

with the Republicans, a circum¬
stance which may account partly
for the decay of the / Democratic
party in Wisconsin.

Deprived of Patronage.
La Follette long has been a thorn

in the flesh of the Republican or¬
ganization. which the Republican
leaders are making a supreme ef¬
fort this time to pluck out. He
and the La Follette Congressmen
have been deprived of a goryl deal
of Federal patronage whicli has
gone to Senator Lenroot and the
anti-La Follette Congressmen and
recently an effort was made in a
caucus of Republican Senators to
read La Follette out of the party.
La Follette as a progressive was

always several laps in advance oft
all other progressives. Now he
stands for ultra radical tendencies,
compared with which his position or
twenty years ago appears reac¬
tionary.
He has aligned In his support the

Nonpartisan league, which is wax¬
ing powerful, the radical element
of organized labor, the population
of German descent, the Irish, and
the wets. In addition he has a
large aggregation of progressive
Republican followers whose devo¬
tion has not been lessened by his
recent radical tendencies.

Await Attitude en Parley.
The opponents of the Senator arc

awaiting with eagerness a disclos¬
ure of his attitude toward the work
of the conference on limitation of
armament. He has spoken slight¬
ingly of the conference in his mag¬
azine and If he should oppose the
treaties there is little doubt that
he would find his support weakened
particularly among the thoughtful
progressives and the \women.
There will be a candidate In the

Republican primary against La Fol-
lette, and this candidate is to be
"hosen by the citizens' Republican
State conference, scheduled to meet
in May. Guy Goff, Assistant Attor¬
ney General in the Harding admin¬
istration. has been mentioned as a
possible candidate, but the anti-
La Follette leaders would prefer to
put up a conservative "dirt" farmer,
who would be expected ta put a
crimp in the plans of the Nonparti¬
san League to consolidate the farm,
ers in support of "Fighting Bob."

Unite Agalas t Radicalism.
The purpose of the conference Is

to organise all those elements of the
Republican party which are opposed
to "the forces of destructive radi¬
calism striving for ascendancy in
the State." according to the call Is¬
sued by the committee of forty-four,
consisting of two men and two
women from each Congressional
district. The conference will select
candidates also for the Republican
nomination for governor against
Gov. Blaine and for other 8tate of¬
fices.
This movement against radicalism

was launched last fall following the
adjournment of the legislature tn
which the Nonpartisan League, the
Socialists and th« La Follette fol-

Continucd on Pane Two.

terday was delivering its report 011
the arms conference to President
Harding, causd distinct uneasiness
in administration quarters. It fore¬
cast difficulties ahead for the Ameri¬
can spokesmen in handling the deli¬
cate diplomatic subject which al¬
ways has been a disturbing factor
in relations between the United
States and Japan.
Mr. Harding, with the conXercnce

report before him. is preparing his
treaty message now and. according
to present indications, the pacts will
go to the Senate either tomorrow or
Monday.
The latest attack upon Japan,taking the form of a warning that

war will come surely unless Japan-
ese Immigration to California ischecked, was voiced to the House
Immigration committee by V. S. Mc-
Clatchey, Sacramento, Cal.. who isdefinitely engaged here in anti-Jap-
anese agitation..

<iood Feel lag Menaced.
MeC|atchey held that the goodfeelings created by the arms confer¬

ence would be swept aside unless
the Japanese in California were
?urbed. They wer® growing too
rapidly, he said, and their entry
into the country had not ceased.
The government had hoped that

a new era had come as a result of
adjustment of Pacific differences in
the arms conference. Hence, war
talk frvm California.even If, as In
this case, only an individual out¬
pouring.is deplored. It cannot,
however, be checked by govern¬
mental action. California Is skep¬
tical about the results of the con¬
ference insofar as its own domestic
problems are concerned. The Japa¬
nese are hated ^here because they
compete at starvation prices with!
the natives, and, McClatchey claims,
their growth is so great that the
whites will be crowded out.
There is, however, a disposition

here to believe that the Japanese
government is quite content to have1
the doors closed on *the west coast
as heretofore. Japan, it Is believed.
Is now looking toward South Amer¬
ica as an outlet for surplus popu¬
lation and products. The Japanese,foreign office has announced its en¬
couragement of immigration south¬
ward. with favorable rates for such
traffic. And governmental reports
show that Brazil and Peru are be¬
ginning to fear that a "Japanese
problem" will develop there.

Parley Kfleets Felt.
Meanwhile, the first Practical ef¬

fects of the conference are. being
felt. Tnousands of navy yard work¬
ers are to be laid ofT at once as a
result of Navy Department orders
to dispose of such men as ape not
needed, following previous orders
to halt work on treaty-doomed
ships. »

About 1,350 men felt this stroke
at tht« Washington Navy Yard,
where the great naval guns are
manufactured, and the order also
affected the yards In Philadelphia,
New York, Mare Island. Cal., Nor¬
folk. V*., Boston. Mass.. and
Charleston. S. C.

Senator Lodge, of Massachusetts,
one of the American arms confer¬
ence delegates, found that his con¬
stituents are affepted not only by
this order, but also 'by elimination
cf an appropriation bill clauie
which would have permitted «iavy
yards to do sepair work when their
prices were below those of private
yards. Lodge, angered at Senate
elimination of the clause, chargedthis deletion had been made so that
the Boston yard would not have a

Continued on Pago Throe.

Rumors of Further Re¬
duction in Personnel

Not Confirmed.

PLEDGE BROKEN,
ASSERT LEADERS

Say Employes Had Been
Promised Ample

Notice. i
Stunned by the sudden lay-off of

1.350 men from the Washington
Navy Yard, officials of the American
Federation of I*abor and various
machinist*' unions last night an-
nounced that nu definite steps had
been taken if, appeal to President
Harding and the Secretary of the
Navy, although lengthy conferences
had been held between officials If
the federation and various ma-1
chinlsts* locals yesterday. I

definite steps may be taken by
heads of the various union locals
today wince it was Intimated that
various committees would be called
into conference this morning to de-Jcide what action will be taken.
Vawi efforts to prevent the cut I

in the personnel at the navy yard
were made yesterday by Represent¬
ative Frederick N. Zihlman. of
Maryland, and a delegation of of¬
ficials from the machinists' union at
the Navy Department.

I'romUr ©f Ample Xotlef.
The Representati^. with N. P.

Alifas. N. W. Hughes. J. P. Nussear.
W. W. Keller and R. E. Janson. rep-
resenting the navy yard workers.
called on Assistant Secretary of the
Navy Roosevelt, who directed them
to take the matter up with Admiral
McVay. chief of ordnance. Admiral
McVay declared that the navy yard
would not be entirely closed, but,
he made no direct promises regard¬
ing a further cut in the personnel.
While the action of the govern¬

ment had been anticipated, a prom.)I ise had been made that ample
warning would be given so that the
men would have an opportunity to
find other employment, it was said.
Nevertheless the navy yard workers
were notified upon reporting for
work that they* were furloughed
[without 1>ay until further orders
pending reorganization of the navy
yard.

I)r?l«ml H> ('.¦Mlltre.
The action of the Navy Depart¬

ment was deplored last night by the
legislative committee of I^odge 174,
International Association ot Ma-j
-hinist». which met at Naval I,od*e
Hall. Fourth street and Pennsyl¬
vania avenue southeast.
.The furlough came without

warning despite the fact that theI
local, committee had been assured
that no drastic action was contem-.
plated.'* a statement issued by the;
committer said. "Thit action works',
hardships on the men who have!
been furloughed, as they will re-

ceivc no compensation, although
their name will be carried on the
rolls.
'The deplorable facts concerning

the furlough are that many men

who have given thirty and forty,
years of their life to the service of.
the government have been turned
awav with scarcely a moment's,
notice and without any hope or;
prospect of employment in their
line, owing to their advanced *ge.

1 nlon Head* Worried.
"The men had hoped that in the,

event of a curtailment of work due
to the action of the arms confer-
ence that ample notice would be
given which would give them ajrhnnce of locating elsewhere."
The 1.350 men furloughed yester-

day are not departed from the serv-
ice. but are furloughed without pay.
This procedure, it is pointed out. re¬
tains them within the Jurisdiction
of the retirement act.
The situation, which union headsi

regard as extremely serious, can
be helped considerably, labor lead¬
ers said, by passage of legislation
which >s now pending in Congress
to increase the personnel of the
Pension Office. Money deducted
from the pay of the workers for
the retirement fund Is being held
up by the Pension Office because
of the small nunjber of workers in
that office. The Pension Office, ac¬
cording to members of I»dge 174.
of the International Association of
Machinists, is working at present
on October claims.

t rare Temporary W ork.
Members composing the delega¬

tion appearing at the Navy Depart¬
ment urged that the men who are
being laid ofT through stoppage of
work on the manufacture of big
guns should be given temporary
employment on smaller guns and
other equipment for auxiliary craft
which the Navy Department needs.
In this respect, members of Ad¬

miral Robert K. Peary Post. 427.
Veterans of Foreign Wars, In a reso¬
lution adopted at their meeting, in¬
dorsed the stand taken by the dele¬
gation in recommending to the gov¬
ernment that all contracts for gov¬
ernment materials and supplies *t>e

awarded to government plants or navy
yards'instead of outside contractors
and manufacturers, thereby fore¬
stalling recurrences of furloughing
government employes.
Rumors were spread throughout

the city that further reductions would
be made In the personnel of/he navy
yard today, and navy yard officials
neither affirmed nor denied the ru¬
mor when they simply said that there
was no way of telling at present.

Various unions embracing all trades
will act jointly on the navy yard
furlough at their meetings, which
will be held during next week. They
will adopt resolutions which ^lll be
submitted to various officials of the
government.

Representative Zihlman Intimated
last night that he would continue his
fight for the navy yard workers, hop¬
ing to get them employed on small
arm* manufacture that da not come
under .the reductions proposed In the
arms parley agreement. w

niFFER AS
v TO CRASH
Architect and Engineers

In Direct Oppo¬
sition.

Three statements. two la
direct contradiction, at to tbe
cause of the collapse of the
Knlckerbock Theater roof,
presented to the coroner's
jury In the three days' ses¬
sion by Kegltoald W. Geare.
architect of the building; the
jolot board of army and navy
engineers, and J. H. Ford,
expert engineer and co-de¬
signer of the steel structure
for the roof, are:
-A defective piece of six-

fach steel, three-eights of an

Inch thick, which split part
way. causcd the collapse of,
the entire structure. The
walls stand today a monu¬
ment to «uperIor masonry
and architecture. The beams
did not slip off the wall first,
they had a good bearing.".
Reginald W. Geare.
.The collapse was the di¬

rect result of failure to pro¬
vide for unusual conditions
st the luncture of the curved
Columbia road wall and the
stage wall." Col. Kelly testi¬
fied for tbe government en¬

gineers. naming twenty-one
defects in construction.

"I assign the csuse of the
collapse as pointed out by
Col. Kelly for. the government
engineers. Had every plecc
of steel been twice as strong,
conditions of the theater de¬
scribed by Col. Kelly would
have resulted in collapse of
the roof.".J. H. Ford.

EXPERTS DISPUTE
I ARCHITECT AS TO

THEATER CRASH
Col. Kelly Insists Break
Came at Junction of

Stage Wall.

Collapse of the Knickerbocker The¬
ater parted almost in the center, be¬
tween the Columbia road and Eight¬
eenth street walls, sbout thirty feet
from the stage, according to the the¬
ory presented before the coroner* n

jury yesterday afternoon by Regi¬
nald W. Geare. architect.
The Joint board of army and navy

engineers declare the starting point
of the wreck was near the juncture
of the Columbia road and stage walls
Three men in the building at the

time of the crash testified before
the jury on the first day that they
first noticed he ceiling cracking just
to the left of the stage near the Co¬
lumbia road wall.

Architect Genre's Theory.
Reginald Gearc's theory places the

cause of the collapse on the splitting
of a three-eighths-inch steel strip, six
inches wide, comprising half of the
top chord of a six-foot truss, known
on the plans as T-12. at a point
where a beam connecting the truss
and htage walls, known a? B-22. con¬
nects.

This steel strip, which ran the
length of the truss, comprised only
half of the top chord. The chord
included two strips of steel, si* inches
wide and three-eighths Inches thirk.
separated an inch In the center. The
truss ran from the Eighteenth street
wall to the main truss, which ran
north and south from the Columbia
road wall, near the west side of the
building, to a column supporting the
front of the balcony snd extending
to the roof.

Reveals Dlserepaaey.
From the truss which buckled

and collapsed, running east and
west, five beams were attached,
three to the stage wall and two to
the Columbia road wall. The cen¬
tral panel point of the tru3s Is de¬
scribed as the point of first failure,
where the steel split. At this point
beam B-22 connected. This beam
was the third beam of the five con¬
nected to the truss and connected
with the stage wall close to th*
juncture of the curved Columbia
road wall.
Slow splitting of this steel piece

of the chord, caused by the alleged
abrasion, finally resulted in draw¬
ing the 6-foot truss in. resulting in
buckling of the truss at this point.
Geare claims. However, picture*
show the steel piece split only about
5 Inches through and not entirely,
while this 1%-inch strip comprised
only half of the top chord of the
truss. The other strip shows
buckling at this potnt as Is shown
in the* trus* at other points where
beams connected..

Pictures Flaal Clank.
Ruckling of this truss, runnln?

east from the main truss to the
Eighteenth street wall, according to
Geare, pulled the main truss of the
roof structure, running north and
south, from its seat In the Columbia
road wall, about 40 feet from the
juncture with the stage wall, shoved
the beams running to the stsge and
Columbia road walls -forward and
then finally collapsing pulled tne
main truss and beams and entire
roof structure from Its seating on
to the victims below.
Geare offered In support of this

theory evidence that the beums
running from the truss to the stage
and Columbia road walls had been
shoved forward first, pushing hwies
in the wall, before being dragged
back down again by the buckling
truss as it bent forward and then
under. He argues that the holes
in the wall could not have been
pushed by these beams if they had
slipped from their places as de¬
scribed In the theory of Col. Kelly.

Givey Engineers View.
Col. Kelly, presenting the conclu¬

sions of the government engineers,
said: 4
"The failure of bolts caused by

the slow settling of beams running
from the truss T-lt" (the one named
by Ge%re as that which buckled)
"permitted the top chord of the
truss to buckle, through the release
of bolts, toward the stage, this
buckling being accelerated by
shock and movement of th« falling
roof."
Both statements sgree that the

C9ntin%9. on Page Two, -

GEAREBLAMES
SPLIT IN STEEL'
FOR DISASTER

Says Faulty Truss
Have Resulted From

Unloading.
_________

""
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QUIZZED BY JURY
ON EXACT DETAIL

Witness at Coroner's In¬
quest Contradicts Fed- ,

eral Engineers.
Splitting of a "faulty piece «f

steel," three-eighth# of an inch thick,
composing half of the top chord of
a trifu connecting the Eighteenth
street wall with the main truss of
the Knickerbocker Theater roof
caused the collapse of January 2%
which cost ninety-seven lives. Regi¬nald W. Geare. architect of the
ruined building, told the coroner's
jury yesterday afternoon.
With this explanation as to the

cause of the collapse, the coroner**
jury was called upon at the conclu¬
sion of the third day of the inquest
Into the disaster, to decide directly
between two conclusions, one of¬
fered by a joint board of five gov¬
ernment engineers, showing twenty*
one points of "Inferior work" In
construction.the other offered bythe architect and supervising con¬
struction superintendent, blaming
no one.

Split Revealed la Steel.
The piece of steel, six inches wide,

was shown in pictures submittedby Geare to be split about
Inches across. This piece was half
of the top of the steel truss.
Geare said no one could be hold

accountable for the faulty steel, for
it had been weakened by an abrasion
caused by striking, as it wan prob¬ably unloaded from the truck atthe grounda.
Glare's testimony contradicted thetestimony of Col. William Kelly.U. S. A, Engineer Corps, speaking

j for the joint board of Ave arm>^nd navy engineer? appointed bythe Secretaries of the War and Navydepartments. The testimony of ColKelly was concurred in by John IfFord, engineer and computor. thefirst witness of technical trainingI called before the jury since Col.Kelly's appearance.
The army and navy engineers{ and Ford definitely assign th« ^

cause of the collapse to "Inferler
work" in construction of the build-
ing. particularly the walls.

Rarty Aftermaaa Teaflataa?. "

Geare took the witnesH stand
soon after the afternoon sags ion
convened. With confident manner| he pointed out to District Attorne>Gordon and Coroner Xevltt. hisJ work on the plans and his part InI the construction and designing of
the building. Preferring to stand,
rather than nit in the witness chair.Geare rapidly told the jury hi*J story of his wrk in the theater
which he said, was the first lie had1 ever built and in which lie took1 "a proud interest."
Throughout the two previousdays and the morning session yes-

j terday, witness* s connected with
the investigation had placcd the
cause of the collapse- to alleged
"inferior work" in construction,
while parties connected with con-I struction and insp**ctk>n of the
work had constantly "relayed"
their connection* with the cr41«p«H

| to point* of supervising construc-
tion. When Geare. who testified
that he had drawn or approved all
plans either personally or Allrough
his engineer. M. S. Rich, 'and had
supervised the actual construction
of the building, was called to the
stand, members of the jury gnd
the 300 relatives of victims of the
disaster and technical experts at*
sembled In the room, leaned f<jr{ward intently to hear the tcstia
mony.

Qaeatloaed By Jarj.
District Attorney Gordon assumed

examination of Mr. Geare from
tha first. As the testimony was

| concluded members of the Jury ex¬
amined the witness through Ma.i-
Gordon. Counsel for Geare.- Judgc
T. Wright, stood close by and asked
Maj. Gordon several times to bring
out joints through questioning. He
advised Geare to sit down at the
opening of the hearing, but Gear#
pleaded that he be permitted to
stand as he could speak better- .

"Do you mean to say that thf
splitting, only part way through, or
a *fc-inch piece of steel. 6 inches
wide, just half of the top of a
foot truas. not the main truis£
caused the collapse of the entire
steel structure of the Knicker¬
bocker Theater roof?" District At¬
torney Gordon excitedly nu«*ried as
Mr. Geare gave his theory as to the
cause of the collapse.

"Yes, sir. the strength of this,entire roof was weakened through
the weakening of this %-iach trass
chord," Geare replied without hest-f
tancy.
"Can you explain why this chord

might not have torn from breaking
of the ateel structure at some other
point?" Maj. Gordon asked.
"That would be impoaaible.* the

witness replied.
Karly In his testimony Mr Geare

told the Jury he visited the wreck¬
age within half an hour after the
collapse of the roof. He mas aske4
by a juryman, speaking through
District Attorney Gordon, at wkat
time he discovered the split in the
steel chord of the truss.

Dlaeavery Prompt »> Made.
"F arrived c-n the scene about is

o'clock that night and shortly after
I opened my inveatlgation of iJhp
wreckage I found the split,** Mr
Geare testified.
Asked if he were not responsible

for use of proper material in ths
building, the witnesa replied in a
general way he n;aa, but that he
could not be held reaponaible for
weak spota in material which were
proven by tesU to be effective a -

a whole.
"Was It not your duty to aee that

every piece of material in the build¬
ing was as ordered?" Gordon a*ke I

"Tea. as regards the material
generally. Tt would___h impossible

Continued en Page TV©. *
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